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TITLE OF DESIGN: 

Block Layer Lock/Leveler 

DESCRIPTION OF NATURE AND INTENDED USES: 
Benefits to block layers.... 

This tool is designed to stabilize, lay and level concrete and/or chimney block; 

(1) Eliminates reaching for levels. 

(2) Steadies block. 

(3) Leaves one hand free. 

(4) Minimizes stress on block layers back. 

(5) Minimizes the soreness on block layers hands, keeps hands drier. 

(6) Transfers block much easier with less stress on body. 

(7) Saves time and money on construction. 

(8) Ability to center weight of block while leveling. 



Page 2 of 7 



REFERENCES CITED : 



2570430 



6640455 



5148605 
6796049 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



1951 



2003 



1992 



Cramer Clarence L. 



Smothers William 



Julia Juan L. 



33/342 



33/374 



33/370 



5291718 



5697755 
6438854 



2004 



1994 



1997 



Claxton. Curtis A. R 



Moran. Victor 



McCaulev., et al 



33/527 



33/518 



33/333 



6158134 
5208990 



2002 



2000 



Kott Jr.. Edward J 



Warner etal. 



33/286 



33/390 
33/354 



1993 



Woeriein. Oscar T 



6058617 
4607437 



2000 
1986 



Nadu. Samuel 
McSorlevetal. 



33/366.12 
33/374 



REMARKS: 



£JTh t0 °"&™\ « comparison with cited references , Julia Juan L / 
Kott, Edward J., and others in the references cited the original c ted claims were 

Ztl V Tti°r P , r r ^ fUDCti0n and °P^«on. Amended c ats "d 
replacement art should more adequately show tool function and operation 
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ABSTRACT OF DISCLOSURE: 
Block layer lock/leveler 

A fully adjustable masonry block tool for lifting, transporting, laying and leveling 
concrete block, webbed block corner block whether flat or rock faced with an 
attached leveling system. Tool is designed to center on and support a cement block 
of substantial weight, while giving more control to block layer. This invention in its 
entirety is a one piece unit which will be shown and described in further detail in 
claims, drawings and pictures of unit design. 



Victor M. JKern Jr. 
Wadena, MN. 56482 
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What I Claim is: 
Claims 1-18 (canceled) 



19. (NEW) A masonry block lock/leveling tool that is fully adjustable in a range 
from 15 Yz to 19 l A inches accommodating any webbed block, corner block, chimney 
block or rock faced block, comprising: 

a. means for moving/laying concrete block, utilizing stability of said block by a 
combination of opposing vertical friction plates and opposing horizontal stabilizer 
plates welded to base of a split male/female 5 inch high "C" frame assembly, and 

b. pinned together at opposing ends of said "C" frame by a handle assembly, which 
is made of steel, with 3/16" keyed adjustment holes on male side of "C" frame 
assembly allowing said "C" frame to be set on desired cement block adjusted to 
block size and with adjusting pin set, allow mason or block tender a firm one 
handed grip on block with upward movement of handle which causes "C" frame to 
contract % to 5/8" depending on block dimension; and 

c. means of releasing block by said handle assembly and a steel compression spring 
welded to undercarriage of female side of "C" frame which causes "C" frame to 
expand by handle release V* to combined to insure no disturbance of mortar joint 
on previous block. 

20. (NEW) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the right side of said "C" frame has 
a vertical welded 5 inch leg midway, with welded leveling plate at base and attached 
replaceable horizontal/vertical plastic bubble levels for leveling concrete block 
vertically and horizontally without using a separate conventional level; and 

a. means of said means of initial horizontal leveling of said block with the aid of a 
replaceable inset plastic bubble level mounted to right side top center of "C M frame 
assembly; and 

b. components of said invention of claim 1 made of steel or other suitable alloy that 
will withstand the rigors and abuse of cement block use, with the exception of 
bubble levels made of plastic. 
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Victor M. Kern BLOCK LOCK/LEVELER 

12485 150 th , St. 
Wadena, MN. 56482 



BACKGROUND OF INVENTION: 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

Having been a tender for a mason, and laid block as a mason, I found no tool that 
Would ease fatigue on the back, keep gloves drier, or assist in leveling block 
without fumbling with one hand, to constantly adjust block and/or reach for a 
Level to square block horizontally and vertically. Having done block work for my 
dad and uncle, I decided to design a tool to make the task of block work easier and 
More efficient if I was going to be a mason, others saw my design and I decided to 
Make a prototype model. This tool also makes a substantial difference in the time it 
Takes to lay block. Being from Minnesota in cold weather, keeping gloves drier and 
laying block faster is a huge benefit in colder months and the added benefit of 
standing more upright helps to ease fatigue at the day's end. 

DESCRIPTION OF RELATED ART 

Not applicable; 
None that is known to applicant. 



SUMMARY OF INVENTION: 

The invention herein illustrated is desired to be protected by a patent, and any 
improvements or changes in design or materials used protected. 
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BLOCK LOCK/LEVELER TOOL 

Replacement drawings: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention will be understood more fully from the detailed description 
herein below and from accompanying drawings of the invention, which are given to 
explain invention only, and are not intended to limit the present invention. 

In the drawings: 

Fig. 1 is a schematic view showing tool unit set on chimney block showing related 
components of tool, same concept if block is corner or flat faced; 

Fig. 2 is a schematic end/top view showing friction plate of tool and handle 
operation on webbed block, same concept if block is corner or rock faced; 

Fig. 3 is a schematic side view of invention set on block without adjustment pin to 
show range of motion in inward or outward range of handle movement 

Fig. 4 is a schematic top view of invention showing right and left halves. 

Fig. 5 is a schematic side/end view of left side showing leveling plate and friction 
plate. 

Fig. 6 is a schematic side view of right side showing adjuster pin hole and friction 
plate. 

Fig. 7 is a schematic top view showing leveling system and tool range of motion. 
Fig. 8 is a schematic view of handle assembly and adjustment holes. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS: 

Fig. 1 is a side view of invention set on chimney block (1) showing related 
components, the frame assembly(7) (11), initial adjustment is established by 
adjustment pin (13),then as handle (10) is raised, the friction plates grip sides of 
block, (2) (15)also stabilizer plates keep the block from any wobble effect (3) 
(14).The block can be leveled by horizontal/vertical level (9) on leveling plate(8) or 
by using the horizontal inset bubble level on frame (5). The block can be released by 
allowing less tension on handle, causing release spring (6) to push frame outward at 
points (4) and (13). 
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BLOCKLOCK/LEVELER TOOL 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

Fig. 2 is a top/end view of invention sat on regular 16" block this schematic shows 
handle movement (10), friction plate (2), the leveling system (5), (9), the block can 
then be transported or laid and block can be picked up in a vertical or horizontal 
position. 

Fig. 3 is a schematic side view of invention showing related components as 
illustrated in figure 1, also shows the range of adjustment to varied block sizes from 
15 Vi to 19 V£". Frame assembly (7), (11), are made to slide into each other upon 
initial setup on block , adjustment pin (13), inserted then block can be carried, 
transported or laid without readjustment of pin, unless different block size is used. 
This schematic also shows the handle movement in relation to block the inward 
range is Vi to 5/8" to keep friction plates tight on block sides and a outward range of 
V* to 3/8" to insure no disturbance of mud (mortar) joint on block while setting. 

Fig. 4 is a top view of invention showing tool disassembled to show leveling system , 
and frame assembly which is split in right / left sides to better show range of 
invention in relation to varied block sizes. 

Fig. 5 is a side/end view of left half of frame assembly showing the friction plate (2), 
the stabilizer plate (3), the leveling plate (8),attached horizontal/vertical bubble level 
(9), also shows the height of invention in relation to cement block which is 5 inches. 

Fig. 6 is a side/end view of right half of frame assembly showing the friction plate 
(15), stabilizer plate (14), also shows height of invention in relation to cement block 
which is 5 inches. 

Fig. 7 is a schematic top view of invention in relation to figure 1 showing 
inward/outward range of tool adjustment and shows leveling system. 

Fig. 8 is a breakdown view of handle components in relation to figure 1 (10), 
Showing pivot points and adjustment hole location. 



